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SUMMARY 




The Tribes 

There ere hundreds of tribes belonging to aore then a dozen 
ethnic groups in Afghanistan tad neighboring erees of Iran end 
Pakistan. Host ere loosely organised with little or no central 
authority, but in seae the pow«r of the tribal chief is nearly 
absolute. Son* have only e few thousand asaberst others * several 
hundred thousand, ficae trib e s a en ere noaadic, aost ere settled 
farmers, end e few have aba n d oned the tribel way of life elaost 
entirely. CO) 

These variations occur even within tribes. Push tun Moteands 
(living on both sides of the Pakistan-Afghan border near the 
KbyberPess) include both noaads and fexaere, end soae aeabere 
of the tribe have broken with traditional ways altogether to be- 
com urban laborers or even physicians end lawyers. (0) 



Tribes in Afghanistan 
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action by an aatira trite is rare. Ait attack on cm* part of a $ 
trlba aay bring sos* raapoasa fro* othar tribasaan not diractly 
af fact ad, bat aach axtandad family or villaga usually datarsinaa 
its own coursa without rafaranca to tba rast of tba triba or to g 
tba oatansibla tribal laadars. (D) 

Tboaa who ding aost closaly to tha traditional tribal "ays 
ara tba laaat liXaly to ba iafloancad by Conminisa. *o tha '•■ 
axtant that tha tribasaun hava an idaology it is a baliaf that a 
combination of Xsiaa and avan oldar tribal traditions ia tba 
propar gulda for action. ' Aaong aost tribaa # tha traditional 
visws include auch things as tha obligation to saak ravanga* 
aascullna superiority, an esphasis on parsonal bravery and honor, 
and suspicion of outsiders. Tradition also tands to sanctify \/ 
everything fro* rulas governing property ownership to ways of 
treating illness. Any changa in tba traditional way of lifa is * 
considarad wrong, and modern ideas—whether C osw unl st or Wsstern~» * 

ara seen aa a threat. (0) 

# 

Tha Afghan lasurgancy has bean strongest tacuq tha aoat 
traditionally minded »uch as tha Pasbtuns of Paktia Province and 
tha Nuristanls and Tajiks faxthar north along tha Pakistani border, 
they rasist tha Afghan Marxists and tha Soviets aora to preserve 
tha old ways than to fight Co — u nisa. Son. of tha reforms that 
hava incansad tha tribes— adueatioa of uoaen for exaapls— ere 
nalthar rn— unfit nor anti-Xslaaic, bat tbexjeonflict with tba 
>'e perception of vhat is right. 
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In the tribal villages It is in the interests of the most 
influential men— local landowners, religious leaders, or both— 
to reject reforms, especially Communist ones, that threaten both 
their property and their political power. Nevertheless, Coa~ 
munist programs may have soma eppeal to the settled tribes. 
Landless laborers would benefit from land reform, and those 
already exposed to modern influence would see benefits from in- 
creased education— even for women—and better medical care. CO) 




A M jor problem for the Soviets is to 
that it is to their advantage to support the gov e rn me n t 
Soviets can bolster their a rgu me n ts with offers of weep 
money. They ess also threaten retaliation against tribe 
mill mot cooperate* or threaten to support their t raditi o nal 
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Even were the txib«»«n Motivated by tore tbM an opportunity 
to steal, they would probably regard any arrangeeent with the 
Soviets as e temporary expedient and would turn against them aa 
soon aa it s e em e d advantageous to do so. The Soviets are aware 
eS the unreliability of tribal allies. In the past* tribesmen 
fighting for outsiders have changed alliance in response to offers 
of better pay, or even when they decided their pay inadequate. \j 
A recent book review published in Tashkent made such of Britain's % 
problem* in the ltth century in trying to keep Afghan tribes V 
loyal. f«> 




Tribes in Pakistan 



The tribes in the 
pert of the Afghan-Pakistani border ere probably too 
isolated to be a useful target for the OSS*. CO) 
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To the south are the Pakistani Puehtuns, east of 
actively supporting the Afghan insurgents* ■and alnost ell of 

syapethlse with their cause. In the pest* the Pushtuna have 
~ to support poUticians with ties to Moscow sad Babul* 
_ . rhape the leading Pakistani Pn— mf it 1* a tribesmen-- 
although from the nost -civilised* of all the Puahtun tribes. CO) 



Pakistani Pushtuns have long rese at ed domination by the 
tjsbis to the east and have seugitt greater autonomy or even 

Soviets oould ottompt to enylolt this 
desirf* : bt.^wi^Sovi^ 



Tribes in Iran * *j 
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There ? re no important tribes in the sparsely populated \V 
area along the southern part of the Iranian-Afghan border. Along v 
the northern part of the border, the population Is a SL'xture of 
Kurds, Baluch, Turkic speakers, and even Arabs. The two largest 
ethnic groups are the Serakshi tribes on the Soviet-Iranian 
border and the Torbat Jamis between Mashhad and the border. (0) 



Tuese tribes—like other Iranian •inoritiee--ere probably 
divided politically, with a large proportion of their population 
politically inactive. Many of thea are probably involved la 
assisting Afghan insurgents, if for no other reason than to 
their lncose by smuggling. (0) 
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Ethnic Groups In Afghanistan 




